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PREFACE 


This book is an effort to trace the descendents of LEWIS TURNER, who was born 
on 3 December 1756 and died on 5 April 1837, of Isle of Wight County, Virginia. 


Every effort has been made to get as complete a background history as possible 
on ALL of LEWIS TURNER'S children, The information included has been obtained 
from Court House records in Isle of Wight County and in outlying counties and 
cities, Virginia State Archives, Family Bible and other Family records, Census 
records, Cemetery tombstones, Voter Registration rolls, interviews and personal 


correspondence with many family descendents, and from many other sources. 


We know that there are many gaps in some of the information, and we hope that, 
if anyone reading this book ean fill in any of these gaps, trey will please 
contact the compilers, Through the human factor, there are bound to be some 
errors, and we apologize for any errors, both of omission and commission, 
Where, in some instances, ve found some discrepancies in dates and spelling 
of proper names in some of the tecords, the most logical ones were used, for 
lack of more definite proof, 


We have tried to make this book as flexible as we could by putting it in such 
a form as can be added to as more information becomes available, 


As the reader studies the descendents of LEWIS TURNER in this book, he will 
note that two of his thirteen children, ARMSTRONG and CHLOE (CLOTILDA or CLOY), 
had the most. descendents, There are many instances where LEWIS TURNER'S 
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descendents married TURNERS, However, these TURNERS were not related to LEWIS, 
as far as could be determined, winless the relationship may have been through 
some of GEORGE TURNER'S brothers, Since it has not been the purpose of this 
book to trace any of JOHN TURNER'S children, other than GEORGE, who was the 
father of LEWIS, any such relationship between these branches of TURNERS 

has not been established as of yet. Should further study prove other lines 

of relationship, this information can be added later. 


Some of the most prevalent surnames marrying into LEWIS' line, other than 
TURNER, include: BARLOW, BEALE, BRADSHAW, BROWN, BRYANT, CARR, CARTER, CHAP- 
MAN, COOK, CROCKER, DARDEN, DIXON, EDWARDS (one of LEWIS' daughters married 
an EDWARDS, that we know of), FOSTER, GALE, GAY, GRIFFIN, HARRIS, JONES, 
LASSITER, NELMS, PINNER, SCOTT, STEPHENSON, TYNDALL, WELLS, WHITLEY and WILL~ 
IAMS, Approximately 3,000 names are included in PART II of this book, under 
the Genealogy of LEWIS TURNER, It is interesting to note that there are at 
least 287 with the name of TURNER, 136 with the name of CROCKER, 103 with the 
name of WELLS, followed closely by JONES with 92, EDWARDS with 78, It is also 
interesting to note that there are surnames beginning with every letter in the 
alphabet, with the exception of the Q and the i. 


Approximately twenty years of research and work have gone into this book, and 
we are hopeful that it will be of interest to the present generation and to 
those generations who follow us. The undertaking has proved most interesting 
and rewarding to us, and in many respects has been like a puzzle, where indi- 
vidual facts fit into place to make up the whole, In some cases we thought we 
had a line established to one of LEWIS' children, and had about fourteen pages 
of her descendents, only to find out just a few weeks before publication, when 
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a Family Bible turned up, that we had to discount this line as being through 
LEWIS, This was like trying to fit a square peg into a round hole in the 
puzzle, We are thankful that we found this out prior to publication, so 

we would not make this error, ‘We apolize to those in this line who were so 
helpful in getting us their data. We hope that we can include them in another 
line, as we research further. 


Since it is impossible to thank each individual person who helped, we, the 
compilers, would like to take this opportunity to thank each and everyone 
of you, who contributed in any way, from the smallest to the largest amount 
of information, Without the cooperation and support of all of you, this 
pook could not have been compiled as complete as it is, For this we are 
nost grateful. 


We would also like to note that any reference to Deeds, Wills and Crders of 
the Court, are to be found in the Isle of Wight County Court House records. 


ppt be 


ANNA G TURNER 


SUFFOLK VA 23434 


P.O. Box 629 
Smithfield, VA 23430 








ALVIN PARKER REYNOLDS, Jr. 





Alvin Parker REYNOLDS, Jr., was born 6 Nov 1942, 
in Rescue, Virginia, He is the son of Leslie June 
SCOTT REYNOLDS'and the late Alvin Parker REYNOLDS 
Sr. Alvin is now living with his Mother in Battery 
Park, where he was reared, 


He graduated from Smithfield High School in June, 
1961, and attended the University of Richmond. He 
graduated from Smithdeal-Massey Business College in 
May, 1966. 


In May, 197%, after the death of his father, and 
after twelve years in the Accounting field, Alvin 
returned to the Isle of Wight County area and pur- 
sued a career in Genealogy. He also does para-~ 
legal work and is a substitute school teacher. 


Alvin is a member of the Battery Park Baptist Church 
in Battery Park, He is a member of the National So- 
ciety of the Sons of the American Revolution, the 
Sons of the Confederate Veterans, the Military 

Order of the Stars and Bars, the Friends of the 
Confederacy Society, the Jamestowne Society, the Tide- 
water Genealogical Society, and the Isle of Wight 
County Historical Society, of which he is the His- 
torian, Alvin is very much interested in the his~ 
sory of the area and its peoples, Genealogy is a 
hobby as well as a profession. 


iv 
ANNA GOODE TURNER 


Anna Goode TURNER, daughter of the late Zechariah and Mamie 
TADLOCK ZURNER, was born 4 Oct 1916, in the Everett's 
Bridge section of Nansemond County (now Suffolk), Virginia. 
Her father operated a country store and had his home ad- 


In 1923 the family moved to Suffolk, where she 
still resides. 


joining. 


Anna Goode graduated from Suffolk High School in June, 
1935, and received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elemen- 
tary Education from James Madison University in June, 1939. 
After teaching for thirty years—all but four of these 
being in Suffolk-—-she retired to look after her ill Mother 
(who died in 1971) and to work with the family private 
real estate business. Following the death of her father 
in 1979, she became President-Treasurer of the private 
family-owned and family-operated Waterview Real Estate 
Corp., and also manages the Z, Turner Real Estate Agency. 


Anna Gocde is an active member of the Suffolk Christian 
Church, the Suffolk Business and Professional Women's 
Club, Delta Kappa Gamma Society--an Honor Society for Key 
Women Educators—, the National Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, where she is currently serv- 
ing as Registrar for her Chapter. She also belongs to 
the Suffolk-Nansemond and the Isle of Wight Historical 
Societies and the Suffolk Art League. Her hobbies in- 
clude genealogy and sewing. 








EVOLUTION 
THE MONKEYS! VIEWPOINT 


Three monkeys sat in a eocoanut tree, 
Discussing things as they're said to be. 
Said one to the others, "Now listen you two, 
There's a certain rumor that can't be true - 
That MAN descended from our noble race - 
Why, the very ideal It's a dire disgrace. 


"No monkey ever deserted his wife, 

Starved her children and rwined her life, 
And you've never known a mother monk 

To leave her children with others to bunk, 
Or pass them on from one to another 

'Till they hardly lmow who is their mother, 


"and another thing! You will never ses 

A monk build a fence ‘round a cocoanut tree 
And let the cocoanuts go to waste, 
Forbidding all other monks to taste, 

Why, if I put a fence around this tree 
Starvation would force you to steal from me, 


“Here's another thing a monk won't do, 
Go out at night and get on a stew, 

Or use a gun or club or imife 

To take some other monkey's life, 

Yes, man descended, the ornery cuss, 
But brother he didn't descend from us," 


-Author unimown, 





I CLIMBED MY FAMILY TREE 


I climbed my family tree and found, 
it wasn't worth the climb. 
So I scrambled down convinced 
it was a waste of time, 
Some branches of my tree I found, 
were rotten to the core, 
And all the tree was full of sap, 
and hung with nuts galore, 
I used to brag of my kinfolk, 
before I made the climb, 
But truth compels me not to tell, 
of those not worth a dime, 
And beg my friends who boast aloud, 
of their ancesters great, 
To climb their family trees and learn 
of those who weren't so "straight", 
I learned what family trees are like, 
and I scrambled dow, 
They are like a tator-vine, 
‘cause the best ere underground, 


-Author wlmown, 


(Borrowed from March, 1980, 
NEWSLETTER, published by the 
Washington County Historical 
Society, Inc,, Salem, Indiana.) 
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FAMILY BIBLE RECORDS OF LEWIS TURNER 1 
THIS INFORMATION WAS TAKEN FROM THE VARIOUS PAGES THROUGHOUT THE FAMILY BIBLE, SINCE THERE WAS NOT A PAGE 
FOR FAMILY RECORDS IN IT, LEWIS CARRIED HIS BIBLE WITH HIM THROUGH THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, 
The Pregeny of Lewis and Mary Turner (Mary Chapman) 
Nancy Turner, Born September 11, 1780 
Sally Turner, Born June 9, 1782 
George Turner, Born December 22, 1783 
Chloe Turner, Born April 13, 1786 
Lewis Turner, Born March 28, 1787 
Benjamin Chapman Turner, Born August 28, 1788 
Polly Turner, Born October 4 th, (? or 9th), 1790 
Batten Turner, Born February 9th., 1792 
Enock (Enoch) Turner, Born May 13th., 1794 
Nathaniel Turner, a son of Lewis Turner and Mary his wife was Born August 5the, 1796 


THE FIRST EIGHT CHILDREN OF THE ABOVE PROGENY WERE LISTED IN THE FRONT OF THE BIBLE ON THE PAGE 
OPPOSITE THE TITLE PAGE, THE LAST TWO WERE LISTED ON THE BACK COVER, 


ON THE BACK OF THE TITLE PAGE OF THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN THE FOLLOWING CHILDREN BY HIS SECOND WIFE, 
ELIZABETH (BATTEN) : 


Armstrong Turner, a Son of Lewis Turner and Elizabeth, his wife was Born January 2, 1799. 
Josiah Turner Turner, a Son of Lewis Turner was Born May the 7Tthe, 1802. 
(THIS PAGE WAS SIGNED) LEWIS TURNER 


LP Py Pr re ngue= 


IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BIBLE BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS, ON THE BACK OF THE TITLE PAGE FOR THE 
NEW TESTAMENT, WAS WRITTEN THE FOLLOWING: 


Lewis Turner, stm of George Turner and Priscilla, his wife, was Born December 13, in 
the year of our Lord God 1756, 


Honour, the Daughter of George and Priscilla, his wife, was Born Dec, 27th, in the 
year of our Lord God, 1753, 


a a i 
NOTE: THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS COPIED FROM THE BIBLE BY THE GREAT, GREAT GRANDDAUGHTER OF LEWIS 
TURNER, ANNA GOODE TURNER, WHO HAS THIS BIBLE IN HER POSSESSION, 





6 2a 


Lo PERE ee: 


Qi SR 


ey 





Containing die: Ou’ and Maw: 


TESTAME Wee, 
7° “Newly tranthted,oft of the. -.2* 
ORIGINAL To} N ei Tae 
wets an. it sthe or. st 

TR A N s LA T IO 


Diligensiy Compared. ‘nd seat 


-E DI res ee tn 
Printed by ALEXANDER. Sistisacy Hie ¥ 
* MDCCLEY¥ xr! 








Sal 3 eee 


oa Pe ee 


hur 
Bie 


uy 
Los 


id ah cee Pi aes aber 


A 


te La 


iz 
+ * a5 “RPeuer i 
at 2 : 

mera bie fhe \ 


ie: 

ae 
~ 
Gi 
~~, 
>» 
= 
~ 
“ 


‘ 


ones Leptt oes ctn par o 

ehtop pods js Ph ESR Bee es 

He peetitie nit 

i ee TD j 

4 ESEGE Sage. as, 


“ — 


& 








= = <4 

F PRS, Fo Ea -* 
BERLE of Tivos gg arene p 
» are forbidden ia Seri 


* 


aed 


act 


oat 


eth 


ie? Bs eee see ai as 
cee ANS Fe . 


Sere mae 


Dey 
ene ese te 
ve ee : + a 
Re 








i 


aration 


‘ hei the tome males yes 
Abrsbamt. 


och Aurnern Nee  TaEhe rai 
sub i's brethren 


Je 
bat ie nd Abia 
43 spar — iat reer the wife-neen, 


! iam, ovuh Matths |. 
bergen Jaceb bepat Jiofeyph 0. ive fac 
of Mary, of whom Pers bors Jefus, who is 


u tine 
tener. ‘ 4 house, they Grw the yraey 
18 4 Now, tue b rth of Sefus Chrift was at. bh mocher, and fell nae 
this wife ; When as lis moter Mary wae Dim: and, when Uiecy heads 
efpmefed te joteph, befurw they carve tages they Prefieted ump 
ther, Pas fap Ena YT, Un ny. and wri: Any berg ares 7 


Sopentz 


ie. ee ek 
nay F mighs, wed dyed 


wn 


Sy 
: 
ene 










































_ s ‘ a) . a Sate 
; : 
Beant. of Os rre ry and ‘Cox’ TIONS 
t Styre hs. ov Paths titra lit ai * Align ie for for she 1s 
et T BY ce 
hart, [fei and Sa oby & sa 93 ivi ot ns 


§- Re ’ 
Cn Fe sgt STemimenry Bepreaie Gdeernors: viet into 





es Pao ay tele ed Gud, oF ‘farving w 
pages Sm ae s erg 3 _ SLevtie ott ¥. 
‘ day, A “¢ ol = \cren"’s Fami v} 
a ney ther ans Es 


: Full f 
see esl hy bof Lect. ~ 





. teas a, atin 
Hea 


Broth ag 4got, Infirp 
241 Coner.s 
te frac tates, Heb . 
Rauch. 
eats da It sreoP papers 
wd Peet 
aun iter, apd Gbrvtted tw tie 
fay A Prefs 

rrmprery hh yi J ond Bi 
moreny ty wu & els bu 


ume Suene si 2 
a 7 Ofiickrs unger ie rian or staid “Tiberi rel en 
ee) flan Moire Sumy a 





30 Te28 

mm is # teria or Pergant a 4 iol 

$ Heads oF the Capri: thy, Spud enieC ot pects * “Firediuas, who thaped BE 
Toth ov Pamniby, win execeifed'a@ precad- ght Times, an’ popiculariy 

4 +O f ( crGpramenk Gactag whe Cxptivity. *) Epiewrcaps, who plac 

days 


a “tr : water? ; 
° “3 see ¢) & Mi rtcks, seh denied 
Si ee eed ethan fonaxchs. = SVill, nud ‘prevended all 
or by face: Neevifn . 


ti" i of Pte = Semon As Author 4 
{ ns ic oe § Ue cptemeti Sheets Of 
















thee ur” 

th REL ITa ly 25 Pie Sait etre fag fare. vicious thetr Practice’ w 
geri: ieee ects, esr cane AP, by cueir Kocwicdge. 

th _ iP Power. *y XS ans, the Difag 
yee %) * 

a Tht Conmumity of Wx 

thee : the R i n Eoiperorsc” \ Wdaarfien, whe 

ch bee <i, or Governors, tint frre Keats from Miss, 4: 

€ wits! int Power, Nusirenat jews pret. 
te, Terrcechs, Wie hts Kin dy Tower ia fugr’ +2 Sots, Sis atst, or May 

thr: P50" = pretence of the Law, 
$5 itre us, fe Deoeties a! Py utces,” ~~ auth ied te coramit 9 
% Taferi ir Opicert, 

bic Pathe as atts eri r 

en* ‘fen ’ 5 Guts os in Hindred NEM of pe 

mief ' ” 

+h Peej fal! a8 Bb, ad St 
a 4 . al < seers, or Sets x rs Tan gory 
: a Men. 2 8 et) a lei. Midfionarie: 





oe wie were iret by o 
* Hich Prev is, wo only might Rijer the, Nurober, rem culted, fe 








sey Pa af ts Byhopt, 

, re sa Peles of Sayan, wip Capped. Government of 

xe the sigs 8 2 Keep ts cafe he were,  De-trowig OB.’ ara: 
gy Ebi ot te ‘ +. ey ‘ ym ne carey Be 
eu ay io ». <0 





! ere ed 
we fo C g 
Aya. Baa : 
we At the dew? * 
tinterhe! akearet: 











COPY OF THE WILL OF JOHN TURNER, 
FATHER OF GEORGE TURNER, AND 
GRANDFATHER OF LEWIS TURNER, AS 
FOUND IN WILL BOOK 7, PAGE 196. 
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WILL OF JOHN TURNER 


(FATHER OF GEORGE TURNER, GRANDFATHER OF LEWIS TURNER) 


In the Name of God, I John Turner, am in Perfect 
Since & Memory this I make my last Will & 
Testament first I Give my Soul to Almighty God 
and then in Manner & form as follows —- 


Item, I Give & Bequeath unto my Son William Turner 
five Shillings — Item, I Give & Bequeath unto my 
Son John Turner five Shillings ~— Item, I Give & 
Bequeath unto my Son James Turner Five Shillings — 
Item, I Give & Bequeath unto my Son Thomas Turner 
five Shillings — 

Item. I Give & Bequeath unto ny Daughter Penillope 
Whitley five Shillings — 

Item. I Give & Bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth 
Whitley five Shillings —- Item, I Give & Bequeath 
unto my Daughter Patience Garner five Shillings ~- 
Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son George 
Turner all my Land that I am Possessed with & 

all the Appertenances thereunto belonging & all 

the Cattle, Hoggs, Sheep, Horses » Mares & all 

my Houshold Goods and every thing that I'm 

Possessd with when Please God to take me a way 

I make my Son George Turner my Hole & Sole Extr 

of this my last will & Testament July 16th, 1757 — 
Signed Sealed -——--—— as his 

& Delivered in Presence of us John FJ Turner 
Robert Tynes — : 


Christopher Reynolds —~ 
John Joiner -- 





At a Court held for the County of Isle of Wight on 
Thursday the xa Day of December 1761 — 

The last Will & Testament of John Turner Desed,. was 
Presented in Court by George Turner the Executor 
therein Named who -- made Oath thereto & being 
Proved by the Oaths of Robert Tynes & John Joiner 
Two of the Witnesses thereto is Ordered to be 
Recorded —~ 


Test. 
WILL BOOK 74 PAGE 196 


GEORGE TURNER is appointed Surveyor of the Road in 
room of John Joyner and ordered that he keep the 
same as the Law directs, 
Court on 1 Aug 1765 
(ORDER BOOK, 1764-1768, p. 220) 








i: ) LEWIS TURNER 


LEWIS TURNER was the son of GHORGE TURNER and 
grandson of JOHN TURNER, who died in Isle of 
Wight County in 1761, Leaving a will listing 
eight children, This JOHN TURNER left each 

of his children, except GEORGE, five shillings. 
GEORGE was left all of his land, chattel and 
personal property and was also appointed as 
Executor of the estate (W. Be 7, pe 123). 

So far this land which GEORGE inherited has not 
been located by the compilers of this book, 


Nor have the compilers been able to completely 
verify for sure just which JOHN TURNER is the 
father of GEORGE and grandfather of LEWIS, There 
are several JOHN. TURNERS.on the récords in: early 
Isle of Wight history, beginning in 1684, when 
; MATHRBW TOMLIN left his son-in-law, JOHN TURNER, 
a parcel of land "for his daughter, Mary TURNER, 
my grandchild", TOMLIN also left a black cow and 
a brown cow both about four years old and other 
things to this granddaughter (Vol, 2, W. B. 1661- 
1719, pe 274). This same JOHN died in 1705, leav- 
ing a will (Vol. 2, We B. 1661-1719, pe. 469). 
He had a son, JOHN, to whom he left a plantation 
"off Chuckatuck" containing 100 acres, 


There was also a JOHN TURNER who married a Sarah 
a) STREET, prior to 1710. Sarah's father died in 


10 
1710, leaving a will (W. B. 2, p. 523) in which 


JOHN TURNER, his son-in-law, was appointed as 
Executor of his estate, This JOHN TURNER has 

been ruled out by the writers since Sarah's bro~ 
ther, MADDISON STREET, left a will in 1733, in 
which he mentioned his sister, Sarah TURNER and 
Cousin HENRY TURNER (in those days Nephews were 
sometimes called Cousins) (W. B. 3, pe 334). Since 
HENRY was the only one mentioned as a TURNER, and 
HENRY was not on the List of children in the JOHN 
TURNER'S will, when he died in 1761, it is not 
believed that these two JOHNS would be the same, 
There is also another JOHN TURNER who died in 1737, 
but he left no will, There is only an appraisal 
of his estate recorded, Since there is not a list 
of heirs, this JOHN is also diffiault to verify, 
There were many JOHN TURNERS, settling in Virginia, 
among the various passenger lists of early emigrants 
to this country, so it is extremely difficult to 
pin-point just which JOHN is which, Therefore, the 
JOHN TURNER, who died in 1761 is as far back as the 
writers have been able to verfy at this time, 


GEORGE TURNER had two children, HONOUR, b. 27 Dec 
1753, who married ARMSTRONG EDWARDS on 27 Apr 1786, 
and LEWIS TURNER, about whom this book is written, 
It is known that GEORGE was married to PRISCILLA 
(called SELLER), Her maiden name is not know, 








According to Personal Property Tax Records, 
GEORGE must have died between 1783 and’ 1784, 
as he was on the tax rolls in 1783, but not 

in 1784. However, his wife, PRISCILLA, was 
on the rolls from 1784-1787. It is not know 
exactly when PRISCILLA died, but it was after 
1794, as her name was on a deed of lease in 
that year with her son, LEWIS (D, Be 17, De 
220). <A copy of this deed is included in this 
book, 


While it is not known exactly which property 

was heired by GEORGE from his father, JOHN, 

it is know that GEORGE bought 60 acres of 

land (called Broad Neck) on 1 Aug 1774, from 
John and Sarah WHITLEY (D, B. 13, pe 229). 

GEORGE also bought 150 acres of land from Willian 
and Ann RICHARDSON, on 2 Aug 1777 (D. B. 13, 
ppe 475). 


Records show that LEWIS heired the above prop- 
erty from his father, GEORGE, On 1 May 1784, 
LEWIS and MARY TURNER, his wife, sold 30 acres 

of the 60.acres to.. William WHITLEY, -who-had land 
adjoining, and 30 acres on 4 May 1784, to John 
EDWARDS (D. B, 15, Part 2, pp. 343-345). The 

150 acres bought from RICHARDSON, from all in- 
dications, was the homeplace of LEWIS TURNER, 





V1 
This same 150 acres, along with 50 acres bought by 
LEWIS from HENRY and MARY TURNER on 5 Apr 1802 
(D. B. 18, pe 676) was deeded, as a gift, by LEWIS 
to his son, NATHANIEL, reserving his life right 
(D. Be 27, De 375). This deed was recorded 12 Jan 
1828, In this deed LEWIS also gave NATHANIEL two 
slaves, again reserving his life right. Apparently 
NATHANIEL died prior to 2 Apr 1832 without actually 
obtaining possession of this land, because D. B, 30, 
pp. 77-78 shows that LEWIS deeded this same parcel 
of property to his son, JAMES, under the same life- 
right reservations, JAMES came in possession after 
LEWIS'S death in 1837. 


Following JAMES' death around 1844 this LEWIS TURNER 
Homeplace was sold by Commissioners to EMANUEL EDWARDS, 
and eventually passed on to EDWARDS! grandchildren-—- 
children of his son TIMOTHY EDWARDS, It is now owed 
by M. ARCHER EDWARDS, and is located on Va. 651 (know 
as the TRUMP TOWN ROAD) 1.4 miles from U. S, 258 and 
is on the right hand side of the road. However, the 
home which stands on this farm at this time is not 

the one which was there when LEWIS lived there, 


LEWIS TURNER was a large land ower and also owned a 
lot of slaves, Most of his land was near the Isle of 
Wight Court House on the TRUMP TOWN and BETHEL ROADS, 
and most of it bordered other land belonging to him, 








:) or his children, Besides property which he 
heired, records show that LEWIS also bought 
property from HENRY TURNER, THOMAS TURNER and 
otherse (D. B, 18, p. 676, D. Be 19, p. 226) 


Records also show that although LEWIS sold a 
few parcels of land (D, B. 20, p. 275 to Joseph 
TURNER, D. Be 22, p. 8 to BENJAMIN TURNER-- 
probably his son), he also gave some of his prop- 
erty to his children, He gave 100 acres to his 
son ARMSTRONG on & Oct 1822, reserving the same 
a use he had made of this land for his lifetime 
; (D. B. 27, p. 283), This seems to be the same 
parcel sold to BENJAMIN TURNER earlier, He 
also deeded 200 acres, the LEWIS TURNER Hone— 
place, reserving his life right (D. B. 27, p. 375) 
f to his son, NATHANIEL, and later deeded this sane 
; pareel to his son, JAMES, under the same condi- 
tions (D. B. 30, p. 77).- This-200. aeres inoluded 
; the 150 acres inherited frem his father-and 50 
acres bought from HENRY TURNER, 


LEWIS owned quite a number of slaves, some of whom 
he gave, by deed, to his children, reserving a life 
right—~NATHANIEL, JAMES AND CHLOE, After his 
marriage in 1816 to PATIENCE EDWARDS (W), LEWIS 
and PATIENCE deeded four slaves to her daughter, 

by a former marriage, HOLLAND EDWARDS (D, B, 30, 
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Pe 4245 D. Be 23, pe 1743 De Be 27, pe 3753 De Be 27, 
pe 362). In his will, dated 5 Sept 1836, LEWIS made 
provision :to free all of his slaves after 1853, when 
the youngest one became 21, This was prior to the 
War Between the States, (W. Be 21, pe 42) 


LEWIS TURNER served as a Private in the American Rev- 
olutionary War in the Virginia Continentals, serving 
thoughout the War. (A copy of proof of service is 
ineluded in this book), The Family Bible, which he 
carried with him through the War, was printed in Ed- 
inburg, Scotland, in 1772, and is now in possession 
of ANNA GOQDE TURNER, great, great granddaughter, 
throeagh ARMSTRONG, WILLIAM LEWIS AND ZECHARIAH TURNER, 
This Bible has the Progeny of LEWIS TURNER and gives 
the names of his parents, sister, and ten children by 
his first wife, MARY (CHAPMAN) and two children by his 
second wife, ELIZABETH (BATTEN). Copies of the pages 
from this Family BIBLE are included in this book. 
Marriage Records show that LEWIS was married a third 
time—to PATIENCE (BATTEN) EDWARDS (WID) on 27 Dec 
1816, Another son, JAMES, was not listed in the Bible, 
However, judging from dates on deeds of slaves and land 
given him, and other records, he most likely was a 

son by second wife, ELIZABETH, and was whole brother 
to ARMSTRONG. Records show that LEWIS outlived all of 
his children, except CHLOE (CLOTILDA or CLOY}, ARM- 
STRONG and JAMES, 
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A hand made wooden chest, which was owned by 
LEWIS and in which he kept his money and im- 
portant papers is also in the possession of 
ANNA GOODE TURNER. A hand-made cane-sword, 
owned by LEWIS and carried by him through the 
War, is now in possession of WILMER TURNER 
CARTER of Battery Park, a great, great grandson 
of LEWIS, through ARMSTRONG, ° ANDREW JACKSON 
TURNER, NANNIE JACKSON TURNER CARTER, WILMER'S 
wife, ALICE, is a great, great, great grand- 
daughter, through ARMSTRONG TURNER, ELLEN 
FRANCES TURNER, FANNIE ELLA TURNER, and VIRGINIA 
ALICE TURNER SCOTT. 


LEWIS TURNER was one of the early contributors 
toward the building fund of Blunt's Chapel, later 
called Bethel Church, when it was organized in 
1805, Many of the TURNERS in the Trump Town- 
Bethel Roads areas in the early 19th. Century 
were active members of this Bethel Church, It 
was located on the North side of Va. 620 where 
Bethel Road (Va, 652) intersects with Va. 620. 

A Historical Marker has been erected at the spot. 
Several families remained members of this Church 
until 1945 when it was torn down, The minister 
who served this @hurch also served Uzzells! Church 
where several of the TURNER descendents now be- 
long. Among the last four families on the old 
Bethel Church records were the ANDREW JACKSON 
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TURNER and the CORNELIUS TURNER families. 


LEWIS TURNER and his children were not in the 
political life of the County as fer as being office 
holders, and the like, However, they were highly 
respected by their neighbors and other fellow resi- 
dents of the County, as well as the political figures, 
This is indicated by the number of times they were 
asked to witness wills and deeds, appraise property 
and other things. They were all active, too, in the 
Church life of the communities where they lived, as 
indicated in further pages of this book, LEWIS, his 
son ARMSTRONG and son JAMES were Planters or Farmers, 
as were many of ARMSTRONG'S sons and sons-in~Law, 

They lived happy, quiet lives, working hard and taking 
care of their families, and they tried to be honest in 
their dealings with their fellowman. 


LEWIS TURNER was murdered by robbers, who thought he 
had 4 lot of money stashed away in his home. The 
murderers were apprehended and were lynched, according 
to stories handed down from generation to generation 
through ARMSTRONG'S children. It was thought that he 
was murdered by his own cane-sword, which shows signs 
of blood on the blade, 


LEWIS lived through hard times, when people had to live 
off of their land, raising their ow food and animals 
for food, clothing and tools, 
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Z, TURNER examines some. of the items he will display 
at the exhfbition of antiques being sponsored May 3 by the 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. Turner holds a sword 
eane carried by his great grand father in the Revolutionary 
War. The chest and 1772 Bible aiso belonged to same man, 
The book in the middle of the chest was carried by his father 
in the Civil War to instruct troops, --staff photo by Robert 
Hardy, . 





Revolutionary War Items 
To Be On Display May 3. 


Among the growing list of 
items to be on display May 3 
at the Suffolk-Nansemond His- 
torical Society’s exhibition of 
antiques are several items lent 

‘by 2, Turner, 

One item is a chest used for 
papers and money, It belonged 
to Lewis Turner who was born 
in 1751 and was the great- 

| grandfather of Z, Turner, 

, Also belonging to Lewis Tur- 
ner is a Bible printed in 1772 
in Edenberg, Scotland, A native 
of Isle of Wight County, Lewis 
Turner carried this Bible with 
him throughout the Revolution- 
ary War, 

He carried a cane with a 
concealed sword during the 
Revolution and in private life 

+ before and afterwards, Put to- 
gether with wooden pegs, the 
oak cane fs capped with -lead, 
Its long thin blade is stil) 
nearly razor sharp, 

Z, Turner says he knows it 
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belonged to Lewis Turner but 
may go back another genera- 
tion, I is now owned by W.T, 
Carter of Battery Park, Car- 
ter is Lewis Turner’s great- 
great grandson and cousin of 
Z, Turner, 

Holding the cane, Z, Turner 
said: ‘Remember there were 
still Indians back in thosedays, 
He probably carried it to fight 
them off,’* 

Z, Turners father, William 
Lewis Turner, was a sergeant 
in Company E, $th Virginia Re- 
giment during the Civil War, 
William’s father-in-law Capt, 
Henry P, Howell organized the 
company four years before the 
war. I was known at the Isle 
of Wight Blues, 

The book on army tactics 
with which Set, Turner trained 
his men will also be on dis- 
play at the exhibition, 

Co-chairmen of the exhibi- 
tion, Mrs, Harrell R, Pratt 


'} and Mrs, William T, Watson, 


said many other items are still 
needed, They said anyone with 
items to lend may contact them, 


| The show will be held in the 


Elks Home, 


== 








i 
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LEWIS TURNER'S CHILDREN 
Of LEWIS TURNER'S first set of children only the 
girls married and had descendents insofar as has 
been determined. An attempt is being made on the 
following pages to give a brief outline of what 


has been found so far, 


NANCY TURNER 
NANCY, who was born on 11 Sept 1780, most probably 
married and had a family, though we can find no 
marriage record for her. However, we did find some 
Chancery Suits (which will be expanded further under 
JAMES TURNER) which would indicate children and 
grandchildren of LEWIS, by the names of PARKINSON, 
EDWARDS and SYKES, who cannot, as yet, be verified 
as to just which of LEWIS' children they were descend- 
ents of, Records do show that a NANCY TURNER married 
JOSHUA EDWARDS on 16 Oct 1801, Until a few weeks 
prior to the publication of this book, it was felt 
that this NANCY was the daughter of LEWIS, However, 
this was discounted in time to make proper correction 
prior to publication, and has sent the compilers back 
for further research. A Family Bible turned up show- 
ing that the NANCY TURNER who married JOSHUA EDWARDS 
was born 15 Mar 1778, and was the daughter of WILL- 
IAM TURNER, who was born 23 Mar 1758, and his wife, 
MARTHA TURNER, b. 28 Mar 1757. Further research 
is being made to determine if this WILLIAM TURNER 
could possibly be a grandson 6@ the same JOH! 
TURNER, who was Grandfather of LEWIS, and thus be 
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LEWIS' first cousin, Even though this line cannot be 
included under LEWIS TURNER, it can be included when 
research is done on the SEEDS family, since NANCY and 
JOSHUA EDWARDS had a son, JORDAN, who married PERMELIA 
SEEDS, daughter of WILLIAM SEEDS, father of MARY ANN 
SEEDS, who married LEWIS' son, ARMSTRONG, 


(See JAMES TURNER for further details on the Chancery 
Suits referred to above.) 


SALLY TURNER 
SALLY, b. % June 1782, married SANUEL GALE and they had 
three children: THOMAS W, GALE who married MARTHA CHAP- 
MAN, ELIZA(BETH) A. GALE who married JOHN SYKES and JOHN 
GALE, So far, other than proof that JOHN was their son 
as indicated on Court Records, nothing else has been 
found on him. He was a minor child when his parents 
died, but was instigator in bringing suits for his share 
of the estates of LEWIS and JAMES TURNER, when he came of 
age. It is not known whether or not he married and had 
any descendents, He was on the Personal Property Tax rolls, 
beginning in 1838, THOMAS and ELIZA had families, but not 
much has been found on THOMAS, According to division. of 
land, belonging to SAMUEL and SALLY GALE, records show 
that SAMUEL died in 1834 and SALLY in 1836, They were 
both deceased prior to 1837, (Order Book 1834-38, p. 199) 


GEORGE TURNER 
It is not certain that LEWIS' son GEORGE, who was born 
on 22 Dec 1783, lived to be grown and married. However, 
there was a GEORGE TURNER on the tax rolls, along with 








LEWIS, from 1805 through 1814. He would have been 
at least 22 years old in 1805, if this was the same 
GEORGE, On 2 Sept 1811 GEORGE TURNER bought a 
parcel of property from the WILLIAM BOYKINS Estate 
(D, B, 21, pe 368). He sold this same parcel on 

1 Feb 1813 to SAMUEL GALE, who would have been 
his brother-in-law, if this GEORGE TURNER was in- 
deed LEWIS' son (D, B, 22, p. 16). He was not on 
the tax rolls after 1814, so apparently he might 
have died prior to that date, Nothing further has 
been found on him, It is not verified that this 
GEORGE was LEWIS' son, but he very well could have 


been, 


CHLOE (CLOTILDA) TURNER 
CHLOE (CLOTILDA), b. 13 Apr 1786, married JESSE 
BRACEY first, They had two children: MERIT BRACLY, 
who married (1st) ROSE ANN CHAPMAN and (2nd) ELIZA- 
BETH « Very little has been learned 
about him and his family, However, ARMSTRONG TURNER, 





bought a farm, known as the MERIT BRACEY FARM, in 1774, 


from Commissioners, to satisfy a debt, owing to ARM- 
STRONG by MERIT, This parcel, along with chattel 
property was turned over to Commissioners in 1853 


to secure ARMSTRONG for this debt, (D. B, 38, pe 495}, 


This farm was located across the Bethel Road from 
ARMSTRONG'S land, and adjoins the Four Square Farn,. 
CHLOE'S and JESSE'S second child was WILMOTH, who 
married WILLIAM TURNER, They had two children, 


Through their son, ANDREW 
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JACKSON TURNER who married NANCY (NANNIE) THORNE, they 
had many descendents, CLOTILDA TURNER BRACEY, following 
JESSE'S death, married PHILLIP EDWARDS. They had only 
two children: ENCCH, who married CHARLOTTE ATKINSON APPLE- 
WHITE, and ROSE ANN, who married NELSON HARRIS, From these 
two children and WILMOTH, CLOTILDA has left a large number 
CLOTILDA was one of three of LEWIS! 
She died in 1855 at 


of descendents, 
children to outlive their father. 
the age of 69 - "of old age", 


LEWIS TURNER, Jr, 

LiwIsS, Jr., b. 28 Mar 1787, is not on any records in Isle 
of wight Court House that can be found, There was a LEWIS 
TURNER on records in Norfolk County at Great Bridge, on 

a marriage bond. However, even though the age time could 
have coincided, there is no vroof that this could have been 
the same LEWIS, since there is no clue on the bond as ¢ 

his place of residence, So we can only assume that LEWIS, 


Jre, may have died young, 


BENJAMIN CHAPMAN TURNER 

BENJAMIN CHAPMAN, b. 28 Aug 1788, was on the tax books 
from 1810 through 1813, right next to LEWIS, Records show 
that LEWIS sold a parcel of land of 100 acres, which he 
bought from HENRY TURNER, to BENJAMIN TURNER on 1 Jan 1814 
(D. B. 22, p. 8). Later this same parcel of land was given 
by LEWIS to his son, ARMSTRONG TURNER, in 1822 (D. Be27, 

Po 283). What happened to this land after BENJAMIN bought 
it until LEWIS gave it to ARMSTRONG is not known; nor is 
it known just when BENJAMIN died, 
married and died young. 


Apparently he never 








POLLY TURNER 
POLLY was born on 4 Oct 1790, Marriage records 
show that a POLLY TURNER was married to JAMES ED 
WARDS on 1 Jan 1912, Nothing has been found on 
her or her children, if any, so far, But accord- 
ing to Court Records she apparently was dead prior 
to 1844, as several Chancery suits listed some 
grandchildren of LEWIS TURNER, who were children 
of deceased parents who were children of LEWIS 
TURNER, We are not sure that this POLLY who 
married JAMES EDWARDS was the daughter of LEWIS 
TURNER, However, some of these grandchildren 
had surnames of EDWARDS, SYKES, and PARKINSON, 
Some of them could have been POLLY'S or NANCY!S 
children, More on these chancery suits is 
given under JAMES TURNER, 


BATTIN, ENOCK and JOSIAH TURNER 
No records have beer. found on BATTEN, b, 9 Feb 
1792, ENOCH, b, 13 May 1794, or JOSIAH b. 7 May 
1802, so they probably died in childhood, 


NATHANIEL TURNER 
NATHANIEL, b, 5 Aug 1796, was on the tax rolls 
from 1822-1825. LEWIS gave him a deed on 12 Jan 
1828 for the homeplace, reserving his life right 
(D, B. 27, ps 375). Apparently NATHANIEL never 
married, nor did he get possession of this land, 
probably dying prior to 1832, because LEWIS gave 


this same land to his son, JAMES, on 2 Apr 1832, 
again reserving a life right (D. B. 30, p. 77). 
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Nothing else has been found on NATHANIEL, 


JAMES TURNER 
JAMES is the only known child of LEWIS who was not listed 
in the Family Bible, so it is not determined just when he 
was born or which of LEWIS! wives was his Mother, However, 
from deeds and other court records it is safe to assume 
that he must have been the son of LEWIS and ELIZABETH, since 
he would have had to be at least 21 years of age to ow 
property and LEWIS did not marry PATIENCE EDWARDS until 
1816. Also, in the Chancery suits ARMSTRONG received twice 
as much for his share as did Chloe and the others, which 
would indicate that ARMSTRONG was a whole brother while 
CHLOE was a half sister. It is known that JAMES bought 
some property, and if he were PATIENCE'S son he would not 
have been of age when he bought this property. It is also 
believed that PATIENCE would have been too old to bear 
children when she married LEWIS, It is also known that 
JAMES was given a deed to the homeplace of LEWIS TURNER, 
with LEWIS reserving his life right, on 2 Apr 1832 
{(D. Be 30, pe 77). JAMES came into possession of this 
property after LEWIS' death in 1837. A Chancery suit in 
1837 establishes that JAMES married a MARTHA 
in Dec 1836 (File Box 3, 8 May 1837). Apparently from 
these Court records they did not live together long. 
Other records show that JAMES died 11 Bec 1840 without 
a will and in 1844 ARMSTRONG, CHLOE (CLCTILDA), JOHN GALE, 
THOMAS GALE, ELIZA (GALE) SYKES - the last three being 
children of SALLY and SAMUEL GALE, who were deceased ae 


NANCY, PEGGY and PHEBY PARKINSON ~~ probably children of 
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NANCY or POLLY -= brought suit for their share of 
JAMES! Estate, It was at this point that the TURN- 
ER homeplace of 150 acres was ordered sold by the 
Court (0. B. 1842~1845, p. 376) and 2/5 was to go 
to ARMSTRONG; 1/5 to CHLOE EDWARDS, 1/5 equally to 
JOHN and THOMAS GALE and ELIZA (GALE) SYKES; and 
1/5 equally to NANCY, PEGGY and PHEBY PARKINSON. 

In another Chancery suit, dated 6 Oct 1845, the 
TURNER homeplace was again ordered sold by the 
Court (0. B. 1845-1549, p. 15). 
other heirs entered into the suit.before it was 
sold the first time, since this time 4/16 was to 

go to ARMSTRONG; 2/16 to CLOTILDA EDWARDS; 2/16 to 
WILLIS SYKES and SALLY SYKES and her husband, ANSE- 
LEM SYKES, as representing AMELIA SYKES (dec'd); 
2/16 to THOMAS W, GALE, JOHN GALE, and ELIZA SYKES: 
2/16 +o ALLEN PARKINSON and his wife NANCY, MARGAR- 
ET PARKINSON, and PHEBE PARKINSON; 2/16 to WILLIAM 
EDWARDS, JOSIAH EDWARDS, THOMAS EDWARDS and MERIT 
EDWARDS; and 2/16 to ELEY EDWARDS, EDMUND EDWARDS, 
EMANUEL EDWARDS, GEORGE EDWARDS, WILLIE EDWARDS 

and ELEY PARKINSON and his wife VIRGINIA, We are 
not able to establish the relationship of these 
above mentioned SYXES, EDWARDS, and PARKINSON 
Families, other than the fact that they were grand- 


Apparently several 


children and direct heirs of LEWIS and evidently 
nieces and nephews and therefore direct heirs of 
JAMES, They were most likely through NANCY or 


g POLLY TURNER, who were deceased prior to this time, 


18 
The fact that in both of these suits ARMSTONG was to get 
twice as much as the others would indicate that he was 
JAMES' whole brother and therefore they both had the same 
mother ~- ELIZABETH, The others would have been through 
LEWIS' first set of children, 


RRA REHKHERHRAHHHERERE 


We know that LEWIS TURNER had thirteen children, and there 
are many descendents through SALLY, CHLOE and ARMSTRONG, 
But, there are more descendents through his son, ARM- 
STRONG, than any of the others, The compilers of this 
Family History have collected much information on all of 
the above mentioned children, However, since they are 
descendents of ARMSTRONG, and have more ready information 
on his line, and since there seems to be abundant inform- 
ation on him, being a son, than .on the daughters, the 
compilers have been able to get a more complete background 
on the life and times of ARMSTRONG, The following pages 
will be a bit of information on ARMSTRONG and his chila~ 
ren, if further information is forth-coming on any of 
the daughters, or other sons, of LEWIS, as indicated 

in the Preface of this book, the compilers would be happy 
to have this information to add to this book later. 








ARMSTRONG TURNER 


1799 ~ 1877 





ARMSTRONG TURNER 
ARMSTRONG TURNER, son of LEWIS TURNER and ELIZA- 
BETH BATTEN TURNER, was born in Isle of Wight 
County on 2 Jan 1799, He owned a lot of lend and 
slaves prior to the War Between the States. In 
those days, wealth was indicated by the number of 
slaves and land a person owed, ‘ha farm where 
ARMSTRONG TURNER lived and raised his family, and 
Where the family cemetery is, was given to hin by 
his father, LEWIS, on 8 Oct 1822 (D, B, 255 De 283). 
In his will, dated 27 Feb 1876 (W. B, 30, DP. 722), 
ARMSTRONG left this farm to his youngest son, ANDREW 
JACKSON TURNER, who owned it until his death in 
1920, He and his family lived there until about 
1917—-just three years before his death. ANDREW 
JACKSON then moved to Isle of Wight Court House and two 
of his sons continued to farm this land. The 
farm was eventually sold and is now owed by S. LANE 
GWALTNEY, 


On 1 Dec 1874, ARMSTRONG TURNER bought 319 acres of 
land (D. B. 43, p. 371) known as the MERIT BRACEY 
FARM (MERIT BRACEY was the grandson of LEWIS TURNER 
through his daughter, CLOTILDA), After 
ARMSTRONG'S death, in complianed with hig will, 
this tract was put up for sale and was bought 

by J. O, THOMAS, and adjoins THOMAS' Four Square 
Farms (D. Be 44, Pe 440). 
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In addition to the land which ARMSTRONG owned, he also 
loaned the Confederacy $15,000.00 in gold and silver, 
deposited in the Confederate Bank in Richmond, for which 
This was at a 
time when that amount of money would have purchased 
15,000 acres of land at $1 per acre, ARMSTRONG'S son, 
WILLIAM LEWIS, went with him to Richmond when he 
carried this money. When ARMSTRONG died in 1877, he 
left a sizable estate, on which his two oldest sons, 
JAMES ARMSTRONG and WILLIAM LEWIS were appointed Exe- 
cutors, However, JAMES ARMSTRONG was Sick at the time 
of his father's death, and died within two months, so 
WILLIAM LEWIS qualified, under bond, and settled the 
estate, 


he never received a penny in return, 


ARMSTRONG TURNER married MARY ANN SEEDS, daughter of 
WILLIAM SEEDS, on 17 Jan 1827, The birthplace of 
MARY ANN is located about 2 miles East of Isle of 
Wight Court House on the road between Isle of Wight 
and Woodland Church (Va. 637), This farm has been in 
the SEEDS family through their descendents, the DARDEN 
and TURNER families, for over 150 years, This farm 
was also the birthplace of NANCY SEEDS, sister of MARY 
ANN, NANCY married HENRY DARDEN ang Was the mother of 
JULIUS DARDEN and the grandmother of ESTELLE DARDEN 
GWALTNEY (Mrs. P, D, GWALTNEY, Jr.) of Smithfield, 
Another of WILLIAM SEEDS! daughters, PERMELIA (AMELIA) 
married JORDAN EDWARDS, 








ARMSTRONG TURNER had three sons and one son-in- 
law to serve in the War Between the States, 
His son, WILLIAM LEWIS and son-in-law, WILLIAM 
HENRY TURNER spent the entire time in service, 
and both were captured and spent time in the 
Union Prison Camp at Harts' Island in New York 
Harbor, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TURNER also served 
throughout the War, One of ARMSTRONG'S sons, 
JORDAN, gave his life to the service of the 
Confederate cause during this conflict, He 

is buried among fellow comrades in a veterans! 
cenetery in Richmond, He was killed in 1862, 


The TURNERS and their families have been in- 
strumental in founding new churches, LEWIS 
was one of the first contributors to the old 
Blunt's Chapel(or Bethel Church) as indicated 
previously in this book, On 29 Dec 1832, 
WILLIAM SEEDS and his wife, PERMELIA (parents 
of ARMSTRONG'S wife MARY ANN), gave two acres 


of land on the road that leads from Cook's Swamp 


to Black Water Bridge (Va. 644) and crosses 
through SEEDS' land, to the Trustees of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, of which they were 
members, This land was to be used te construct 
Liberty Chappel "being one of several societies 
composing the Methodist Protestant Church", 
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JOHN PHILLIPS and WILLIAM SEEDS were both Trustees 
and were members of this Liberty Chappel prior to 
the construction, and operation of this chapel 

(D. B, 30, p. 237), Later, in 1873, since the 
membership of this Chappel and the Sycamore Chapel 
of Orbit were both dwindling, the two decided to 
merge and they formed what is now the Woodland 
United Methodist Church on Va, 637. On the rolls 
of the Liberty Chappel in 1853 were the names of 
HENRY DARDEN and his wife, NANCY (SEEDS) DARDEN, 


In addition to the churches listed above, WILLIAM 

LEWIS TURNER and JOHN T, TURNER were two of the first 
Trustees and both helped to found the Isle of Wight 
Christian Church in 71890-1891. The Trustees and their 
families made up the Charter Member list of this 

Church, including WILLIAM LEWIS, his wife, DINWIDDIE 
and five of his older children: MARY SUSAN, VIRGINIA, 
MARTHA M., ROXANNA D., and LEWIS ARMSTRONG, Some of 
their descendents are still active in this church. 
WILLIAM LEWIS' youngest son, ZECHARIAH TURNER, remodeled 
the Church in 1948 as it stands today. (D. B. 55, p. 64; 
De Be 56, po 33; De Be 69, pe 413) 
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In 1951, THEODORE (TED) WRAY TURNER, (b, 23 Feb 
1893, d. 31 July 1967), youngest son of ANDREW 
JACKSON TURNER and grandson of ARMSTRONG TURNER, 

put into print some poems, songs, meditations, etc., 
which he had written. TED never married but loved 
to play the banjo and violin to entertain friends 
as well as himself, 
in the Isle of Wight area for his musical talent. 
TED'S book was entitled WORDS AND MEDITATIONS and 
and was printed by The Commercial Printer in New- 
port News, Va. We are reprinting the following 
recollections of his grandfather, ARMSTRONG, and 
the times in which he lived, as told to TED by 
his father,. ANDREW JACKSON, verbatin, from his 
book for the reader's information and pleasure. 


He was well known, especially 


GRANDFATHER 
ARMSTRONG TURNER 
Be 1799, De 1877 =. Born in Isle of Wight County 


"I just wonder what you young people will think 
Grand Pa 
had no lamps, Just a candle and lightwood lmots or 


when you read how Grand Pa had to live, 


kindling to see by of a night. He had no plows 
except the ones he made, then a blacksmith would 
It was nailed on, 
He did not have a showel to use; did his work with 


a hoe, 


make a point to go on the plow, 


He never wore a coat, He wore a shawl, 
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He never owned a buggy. He travelled in a horse and 


cart and horse back, The cart he had had a wooden 
axel, His coffee mill was a round block of wood with 
the end hollowed out and he used a wooden mallet to 
My father told 
me he used to carry the howel and a nail to his 
brother so he could nail on the mould board to the 

A howel is a tool that was 
used back in those days for making bread trays for 


beat the coffee until it was fine. 


plow when it came off, 


kneading bread, somewhat like an adz and it was used 
for nailing like a hammer. Grand Pa's clothes were 
home made. He used to have a cotton patch and sheep. 
The seed had to be picked out of the cotton by hand 

so it could be carded and spun into thread for knitting, 
So when 

Grand Pa wanted shoes he would kill a cow or a steer 
and put the hide in a stream of water back of the 

house until the hair came off then he would tan it 

with bark, He would scrape it and beat it with a 
wooden maliet until it was the right thickness and 

then he would put neets foot oil on it and work it in 
the leather wmtil it became soft and he would take it 
to the shoe makers to make some shoes for him and the 
family, Neets foot oil is made from cooking the feet 


and part of the legs of a cow, 


It was mixed with wool off of the sheep. 


A shoe maker in those 
The way Grand Pa built 
his house, they would take a log, take an ax and 


days was called a cohbler, 


square the log by chipping four sides, then put it on 


a scaffold, They used a saw called a whip saw, It 
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was made somewhat like a crosscut saw only it cut 
one way, the teeth was set one way. One man 
on the scaffold and the other under it and thats 
the way they had to do to get lumber to build a 
house. The man under the bottom had to wear a 
veil and that is the way grand pa built the house 
that I was borned in. So you young people now 
think you are having a hard time. You won't even 
burn wood now lying at your back door, 


"Grand Pa was not a poor man because he made 
money and saved money, but he lost all his money 
when the war ended between the States, During the 
war he had a hard time. Couldn't get salt, Could- 
n't get coffee. People had to parch sweet potatoes 
and use it for coffee, Boil water out of the river 
to get salt. Grand Pa lost, from what I was told, 
about fifty thousand dollars at the end of the Ware 
He paid as much as $900.00 for one barrell of flour, 


He lived twelve years after the war and saved $500.00 


a year. He raised for sale, hogs, corn, black eyed 
peas, sweet potatoes and a few peanuts, The pea- 
nuts were dug by hand with a prong hoe, Not plowed 
up like nowdays. They were picked off green and 
put loose in a cart like apples and carried to mar— 
ket in Smithfield, Va., and they were spread on the 
floor and dried. He made apple brandy which was 
common, I don't mean he was common to make brandy, 
but there was nothing thought.of it. I want to 
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tell you about Grand Pa's gun. He had an old flint 
and steel, No caps, it has a pan on the side and a 
flint or a piece of stone that fastened on the ham- 
mer. Men like Grand Pa helped build America, cleared 
land, raised families and worked hard. You know there 
is lots of people that won't pay their debts but Grand 
Pa paid one that we all are going to pay and that he 
died. J heard my father say sun was sinking in the 
West when Grand Pa was dying and said it is hard but 
I have got to go to my opinion that is the darkest 
hour any one ever has, 


SPEAKING ABOUT THE POOR 


"Now speaking about the poor have you ever seen any-~ 
one put outdoors and no place to go, no money and not 
able to work, Have you ever seen anyone in that fix 
ask for help from someone who could have helped and 
wouldn't have missed it and never gives as much as a 
penny, I have seen such a thing, Have you ever been 
sick, in the need of a Doctor and had to lay and suffer 
for the lack of money, no one to come and help you or 
do something for you, I have, Now listen I an speak- 
ing this especially to the wealthy and the rich, When 
you go to bed and you are nice and warm, do (yon) ever 
think there ma be a baby somewhere not too far away 
that needs milk, or there may be an old man or woman 
that is hungry and cold or there is someone sick and 
needs a Doctor and haven't got the money, If you 
haven't thought of those things you had better start 








thinking. There is a lot of difference between 
being poor and rich. The poor has to give to the 
rich and the rich can give to the poor. I ask God 
to have mercy upon the Souls of everyone that 
willfully takes from the poor that which he needs 
for his wife and children, or anyone else. 


"There ig one thing to remember, it is better 
for everyone to have just the necessities of life 
than to think you have something and haven't, 
There are lots of things people think they have 
when they haven't, It pays for us in life to 
help the poor and sick and not have all for your 
selves, Read what the Bible says about helping 
the poor, Even if it is just a glass of water 
because we own nothing in this world, not evn 
our own souls, There is something more I want 
to say about a house and home. Sometimes an old 
shack is a better home than a mansion, It is 
what is in the house that makes a home. Men and 
women are misrepresented too, When you see 4a 
handsome man or a pretty woman you only see the 
house they live in, You may see someone that is 
not handsome or pretty and probably poorly dressed 
and the best looking people you ever saw because 
it is what's inside them that counts just like 
it is what is in a house that counts to make a 


home, It is not the house and remember the poor- 
est person on earth owns just as much as the 
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richest and that is six feet of earth we only possess 
in this life. 


"Everything I em writing about Grand Pa was told 
me by my father which wouldn't tell me a lie. How 
they made fire I don't know for sure, I think they 
used the old flint and steel gun or stricking rocks 
to gether but after they got fire they aimed to keep 
it. They used to borrow fire from one another, not 
matches. Whether matches were available at that time 
or not, I don't kmow, or whether Grandpa was too 
stingy to buy them. I heard my father say that 
matches used to come on a block something like book 
matches and that they cost one cent each; twenty- 
five matches for 25¢, 


"People were friendly in those days. They use 
to have log pilings; corn shuckings, and a big dinner 
as you people would call lunch, They used to make 
their own soap and when they went coon or posson 
hunting they would have to split a stick and put light 
wood splinters in the split of the stick and light it 
so they could see how to hunt, but they had good dogs 
in those days, I heard my father say that his brother 
and himself went to see their brothers one night which 
was about four mile and on the way there and back they 
cought fourteen and left three in the ground, they 
couldn't get, which made seventeen times the dog treed. 
His (name) was Whip. From the color, my father said 
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he was, he must have been, a blue tick hound. 
They drug a wet coon hide for three weeks before 
he treed an opossom, He started to tree when 
he was nine months old and treed util he was 


so old they had to help him get over a big log." 





THEODORE (TED) WRAY TURNER 
Born 23 Feb 1893, in Isle of Wight County near 
Snithfield, Virginia, in Trumpton. He died 
on 31 July 1967. 








WILLIAM SEEDS 
WILLIAM SEEDS married PERMELIA (EMELIA, AMELIA) 
3ATTIN MORRIS (W) on 27 May 1809. In addition 
to the three daughters, MARY ANN, NANCY and 
PERMELIA, who have been mentioned previously, 
they had two sons, EDMUND and WILLIAM, Jr, When 
WILLIAM, Sr, died in 1835, he left a will (W.B. 20, 
p. 198) in which he left the home place to his 
wife for her natural life and then it was to go 
to his son, WILLIAM, However, in just a few weeks 
after his father died and before the estate was 
settled, WILLIAM, Jr. died, so what was left to 
him was divided among his sisters and brother, 


This SEEDS Farm was owned by NANCY SEEDS DARDEN'S 
family after her mether's death, prior to being 
purchased by WILLIE MURPHY and his son, W, T, 
MURPHY, who now owns it after WILLIE died in 1973, 
W. T. is the great, great grandson of MARY ANN 
SEEDS TURNER, WILLIAM SEEDS owned a lot of land 
on this Isle of Wight-Woodland Road, known in 
those days as the road from the Court House to 
Suffolk, SEEDS also owned a lot of slaves, 


Some of the land deeds involving WILLIAM SEEDS 
include the following: On 13 Aug 1916, WILLIAM 
SEEDS bought 80 acres from MICHAEL MURPHREY (D. 3B. 
234 Pe 112) e 
another parcel to daughter NANCY by will in 1835 


A small piece of this was given with 
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(W. B. 20, p. 198). On 1 Jan 1819, WILLIAM SEEDS 
and wife AMELIA sold their rights and Dower to a 
parcel which was owned by AMELIA'S first husband, 
HEZEKIAH MORRIS, when he died, to JAMES CASEY (D, B, 
24) Pe 119). On 12 Feb 1819, WILLIAM bought 52% acres 
from JOHN PHILLIPS and JORDAN PARR Commissioners, which 
bordered other land belonging to SEEDS (D. B. 24, pe. 144). 
This parcel was willed to daughter NANCY (i. B. 20, 
p. 198). WILLIS WHITLEY sold 90 acres to WILLIAM 
SEEDS, which was ELISHA WHITLEY'S land, on 20 June 1822, 
also bordering other land belonging to SEEDS (D. B. 
20, pe 240). This parcel was left by will to son 
EDMUND SEEDS, except for a small piece which had been 
attached to land given to daughter PERMELIA (W. B, 20, 
pe 198). JORDAN and WILLIAM PARR sold 225 acres to 
WILLIAM SEEDS on 15 Dec 1823 (D. B. 26, p. 145). This 
was sold to JONATHAN CLARK on 7 Mar 1825 (D. B. 26, p. 373). 
WATSON P. end ANNA M, JORDAN sold 1734 acres to SEEDS 
(D. Be 28, p. 126) on 1 Dec 1828, This parcel along 
with a small piece taken from the WHITLEY tract was 
willed to daughter PERMELIA SEEDS (W. B, 20, p. 198). 
On 10 Feb 1829 WILLIAM and AMELIA SEEDS gave 100 acres 
of land, one brandy still, cap and worm to daughter MARY 
and ARMSTRONG TURNER (D. B, 28, p. 215). However, 
ARMSTRONG sold his rights to this property back to 
SEEDS on 18 Jan 1831, reserving the brandy still, cap 
and worm (D. B. 29, pe 190). This land was willed back 
to MARY ANN TURNER when SEEDS died (W. B. 20, p. 198). 
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NANCY (NANNIE) THORNE 
1853 = 1932 


ANDREW JACKSON TURNER 
1850 - 1920 











WILLIAM LEWIS TURNER and DINWIDDIE POWHATAN FLUVANNA HOWELL TURNER 
1832 = 1906 1843 - 1895 
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ANDREW JACKSON TURNER 
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FANNIE RACHEL JONES TURNER 
1854 - 1908 
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MEMOIRS OF ZECHARIAH TURNER 
One Sunday in 1976, after riding back from the 
Battlefield at Five Forks, near Dinwiddie, Vae, 
where his father, WILLIAM LEWIS TURNER, was taken 
prisoner during the last days of the War Between 
the States, ZECHARIAH TURNER, began to recall stories 
of the War which his father used to tell him when 
he was a young boy. These memoirs were recorded 
by his daughter, ANNA GOODE TURNER, The words in 
parentheses are editorial comments to clarify or 
add to the meaning. 


"Think of it, today we drove from Dinwiddie home 

in about one and a half hours. In those days (after 
the war) it took my father two days to walk from 
City Point (Hopewell) home, He was turned loose 

at City Point and had to get home the best way he 
could (by walking) after he was released from Hart's 
Island Prison in New York on the 20th of June 1965. 
Before leaving the prison there were 4 Lot of nego- 
tiations to go through with, The prisoners were 

run through the mills, so to speak, They had to 
take an oath to pledge allegiance to the flag and 

to the United States, before they could be released. 


‘My father enlisted in Smithfield with the Isle of 
Wight Blues, under the command of his father-in- 
law, Capt. HENRY P, HOWELL, They were sent to Fort 
Boykin and later to Richmond to a fort at Drewry's 
Bluff on the James River, near Chester, They were 
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trying to protect Richmond. He was in the battles of 


Bermuda Hundred, Seven Pines, Cold Harbor, Seven- 
Days Battle and most all of the battles which Pickett's 
Division was in except Gettysburg. He was in the hos- 
pital at that time, which probably saved his life. 


“Ye was in the hospital several times, but not from 
being wounded. He developed Rheumatism and Catarrh, 
The treatment they used on him for his Rheumatism was 
crude to our methods today. They put him in a hogshead 
of very hot water—as hot as he could bear ite-and when 
he was pink all over, they would then take him out of 
the very hot water and put him in very cold water, 
causing a shock to his system. Whether this was the 
proper treatment or not, it did seem to work. 


My father used to tell me stories about the War. He 
said that one night he lay dow on a blanket and wrapped 
up in it to sleep. When he woke up the next morning he 
seemed warm, so he began to push the blanket off of hin, 
only to find he was pushing up through several inches 
of snow, and he nearly froze when he hit the air. When 
he leoked around him, the field looked like it was full 
of watermelons until the soldiers started getting up. 
(This same experience happened to WILLIAM HENRY TURNER, 
ELLEN'S husband, according to his descendents, ) 


"My father was in several battles, where there were dead 
soldiers lying all around and the wounded were moaning 
and groaning. In two battles he had a man on each side 
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of him killed--four men in two battles--and 

he was in the middle, wnharmed. He did have 
at least one narrow escape, One time a bullet 
hit his shoe and bounced off, 


"after four years in the War, when he was re- 
leased he had about $1.50 in his pocket, no 
clothes or shoes, except the rags he had on, 

and he walked all the way home from City Point, 
The prison was so infested with body lice that 
when he came home, before he would go in the 
house, he called to his wife to bring him some 
soap and water to wash with and something to 

wrap around him, Then she took what he had on 
and burned them," (WILLIAM HENRY TURNER also had 
this experience. Both WILLIAM LEWIS and WILLIAM 
HENRY received Prayer Books while in Prison at 
Hart's Island. TEXANNA GAY WILLIAMS has the 
Prayer Book belonging to her grandfather, WILLIAM 
LEWIS, in her possession, while RUBERT WHITFIELD 
TURNER, has the one belonging to his grandfather, 
WILLIAM HENRY.) "When I was a boy, the prison at 
Isle of Wight Court House was almost as bad as the 
the War Prisons—-infested with lice and had very 
pmall rooms with very Little air, The Gheriff had 
had to hang prisoners in those days, 


WILLIAM LEWIS was married about six months when 


he went into service, His oldest son was born 
a year after he was married, He never saw this 


By 
son but once when his wife got someone to carry her to 
Fort Boykin in Smithfield, and then my father was not 
allowed to come up and take the child because he had 
to stay on duty. His wife talked to him from a distance. 
That was the only time he ever saw the child, When the 
child was about two years old, he fell in one of those 
old timey wells and drowned, This well was one in 
which the water was pulled up with a long pole, The 
bucket was attached in a fork in one end of the pole, 
Then the balanced pole would be lowered into the well, 
and when the bucket was filled with water, it was pulled 
up and then set back in place ready to be lowered again 
for more water, There were no pumps in those days. 
There are still a few of these wells around, but, if 
they are used at all, they are probably used for water- 
ing stock, 


‘Everything in those days was made in the crude way. 
Every farmer lived right off of his farm. They made 
their own buckets and dippers from cocoanut shells. 
They would cut one end off of the cocoanut, and put a 
cedar handle on it to make a dipper, Sometimes dippers 
were made out of gourds. 


"My father's nerves were all shot when he got home, He 
was born right after Nat Turner's Insurrection, After 
the War he had night-mares and imagined that the Negroes 
would rise up again and do the same thing. He was afraid 
to stick his head out of the house after dark, He lived 
with this fear most of his life," 

















The following memoirs of ZECHARIAH TURNER ("Z") 
were taped at a different time in 1976, as he 
recalls, at the age of 88, his childhood with 
his father, since his mother died when he was 
seven years old and he was very close to nis 


father during his youth, 


“When I was small my Daddy used to enjoy going 
to the Circus, and he would always take me with 
him, He would go at least once a year when there 
was a big Circus in Suffolk. He'd drive a horse 
and buggy and start early in the morning. He'd 
put his horse up, and have his dinner at what, at 
that time, was the old Willie Gray Restaurant on 
Ni, Main St. We would go in and get a large size 
beef steak, well done, hot biscuits, hot coffee 
and everything that went with the dinner for 35¢, 
believe it or not. Then we would go to the Circus 
and enjoy what usually goes with a Circus, Natur- 
ally, as a child, I got a big kick out of this. 


"T remember the first Circus I ever went to. I 

was a small child, It was called Son Brothers 
Gircus and it played at Smithfield, I can remember 
practically every act in that Circus because as a 
child these things mean more to you than when you 
are grown up. I remember the high diver who dived 
off his pole at 60 feet into a net and the clowns 
and brass bands, which amused me right much at that 
time, 
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"Thinking about Smithfield the fact that this was ny 
native town when I was a boy, and since I became a 
building Contractor, I was proud to nave the opportunity 
of building the first abattoir, or slaughter house, ever 
built in Smithfield. I built this for Mr. P. D. GWALTNEY, 
Jr. in 1936. This is still being used, and since that 
time, over thirty years ago, this business has grown to 
be a multimillion dollar investment, one of the biggest 
industries keeping Smithfield thriving today—-the meat 
business, At the time this abattoir was built LUTER 
was working for GWALTNEY, After Mr. GWALINEY'S death, 
LUTER withdrew and organized the Snithfield Packing Co. 
Together these two businesses, now merged with others, 
do a big business for Smithfield, 


"I am also proud to say that I had the opportunity to 
build, or rebuild, the Isle of Wight Court House about 
twenty years ago in 1954. The Court House was earlier 
built in Smithfield and was used there until 1800, 

The building itself wasn't moved but the seat of gov- 
ernment was moved to its present location, The present 
building is still standing as I left it in 1954. I have 
in my possession the old belli which was removed from the 
Court House tower during the rejuilding. They were going 
to throw it away but I felt it should be preserved, 


"I also put on the addition to the Isle of Wight Christ- 
ian Church and made other alterations in 1948, and it 
stands today as I left it at that time," 
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CEMETERIES 
It is not known exactly where LEWIS TURNER was 
buried. He could have been buried on his plant~ 
ation, or in the family cemetery on the ARMSTRONG 
TURNER farm, It is known that a cemetery stands 
on this farm (now owned by 5, LANE GWALTNEY) near 
the edge of the woods, 1% was at one time, 
fenced in and marked only by wooden markers, which 
have now deteriated, There were several bricked 
in graves which have sunken and deteriated with 
age. It is believed that ARMSTRONG and MARY SEEDS 
TURNER were buried here, as were some of their 
slaves, ANDREW JACKSON TURNER and his wife FANNIE 
RACHEL JONES TURNER were also buried here. The 
last known member of this TURNER family to be 
buried here was WILLIAM ARMSTRONG TURNER in 1937. 
He was the oldest child of ANDREW JACKSON TURNER, 
This farm is located on the Bethel Road, Rt, 652, 
exactly one mile from U. 5S, 258 and is on the left 
coming from that direction, Rt, 652 is a dirt 
road on the left of U, S, 258 going North from the 
Court House. It can also be reached from Va. 620 
and is the first dirt road past the Four Square 
Farm on the left, going Southwest to Zuni from 
Smithfield. This farm is exactly one mile from 
Va. 620 from that direction and is on the right 
side of the road, This farm was left to ANDREW 
JACKSON TURNER, youngest son of ARMSTRONG, by will 
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in 1877 (We Be 30, pe 722). ANDREW JACKSON moved his 
family to Isle of Wight Court House about 1917 just 
a few years before he died, After that the old homs- 
place burned down. Now all of the out—buildings have 


been torn down, 


The old family cemetery where WILLIAM HENRY and ELLEN 
FRANCES TURNER were buried, as well as several members 

of their family, is located on Va, Rt. 651 (Trump Tow 
Road), This farm was mown as the HENRY TURNER Farm 

and later as the "NEALIE" TURNER Farm, "NEALIE" (CORNEL~ 
IOUS) married FANNIE ELLA TURNER, daughter of WILLIAM 
HENRY and ELLEN FRANCES TURNER, The cemetery on this 
farm has been well kept by their descendents. To reach 
this farm, take U, S, 258, North from Windsor, or 

South from Smithfield. Turn West on Va, Rt 651 (the 
first road on the right after passing the Court House, 
coming from Smithfield, or the first road on the left 
after passing the Central Hill Road, coming from Windsor). 
This read is known as the Trump Town Road, After turn- 
ing West on this road, go 2.3 miles, The farm is on the 
left where GURNEY NURNEY lives. The eemetery can be seen 
from the road and is fenced in, 


The WILLIAM LEWIS TURNER family cemetery is located 

on his old farm——formerly the Driver-Shivers Farmn— 
located off of Bowling Green Road, Va. Rt. 652, and is 
now owned by his great grandson, CHARLES TAYLOR DARDEN, 
This cemetery is concreted over and walled in, WILLIAM 
LEWIS, his wife DINWIDDIE P, F., and two of their sons, 








JORDAN and ARCHER are buried here, To reach 
this farm turn East off of U. S, 258 between 
the Court House and Smithfield on Va. Rt. 652, 
go 1.2 miles to a lane on the left just past a 
curve. This lane leads back to the open farm 
with the cemetery on the left among cedar trees 
in the field — about one and a half to two 
miles from the Bowling Green Road down this 
lane to the cemetery. 


The HARRIS-BRYANT family cemetery is located 
on Va, Rt, 650 (the American Sportsman's Camp 
Ground Road), about 1.3 miles from Va. Rt. 
637 (Central Hill Road). ‘There are several 
members of the HARRIS and BRYANT families 
buried here, but there are only a couple of 
tombstones with inscriptions, 


The ATKINS family cemetery is located on Va. 
Rt. 650, also, about 1,7 miles from Va. Rt. 
637. There are not any tombstones and no 
distinct cemetery boundaries, but it is lo- 
cated a few yards from the front of the old 
ATKINS home, 


The ANDREW JACKSON TURNER faifily cemetery - 
this ANDREW JACKSON TURNER being the son of 
WILLIAM TURNER - is located on Va. Rt. 645 
about one (1) mile west of U. S. Rt. 258, 
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It is a small cemetery a few yarde off of the road, 
on the right. It is completely cemented over, and 
there are a few legible inscriptions. 


There are probably several other private family cen- 
eteries belonging to descendents of LEWIS TURNER, the 


locations of which the writers are waware, 


In addition to these private Family Cemeteries, many 

of the TURNER descendents are buried in various Church 
and Public Cemeteries, The compilers of this book have 
found that many of them are buried at Central Hill Bap- 
tist Church, Whitehead's Grove Baptist Church, Mills 
Swamp Baptist Church, Bethany Methodist Church, Antioch 
Christian Church, Uzzell's Methodist Church, Woodland 
Methodist Church, Mt. Carmel Christian Church at Walters, 
Golossee Baptist Church, Riverview Methodist Church in 
Rescue, St. Luke's Memorial Park, Old St. Luke's Epis- 
copal Church, Battery Park Cemetery, Windsor Cemetery - 
all in Isle of Wight County; Ivy Hill Cemetery in Smnith- 
field; Wesley Chapel Methodist Church and Oakland Chris- 
tian Church in Chuckatuck; Mt, Zion Christian Church in 
Eclipse; Western Branch Baptist Churen, Holland Cemetery, 
Holly Lawn and Cedar Hill Cemeteries in Suffolk, Some 
of the branches of the family moved to Newport News, 
Hampton, Portsmouth, Norfolk and otker areas and are 
buried in cemeteries in those areas, 
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WILLIAM LEWIS TURNER FAMILY CEMETERY 
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CENTRAL HILL BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY 
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MTLL SWAMP BAPTIST CHURCH MILL SWAMP BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY 
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JONES FAMILY CEMETERY 
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MOUNT CARMEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH. CEMETERY 
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SITE OF BETHEL METHODIST CHURCH 
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WESLEY CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH WESLEY CHAPEL METRODIST CHURCH CEMETERY 
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MOUNT ZION CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
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